
Comprehensive Landlord Checklist for Renting a
House in Scotland

1. Legal Requirements and Registration

Register as a Landlord

 Visit the Scottish Landlord Register website

 Complete registration with local council

 Provide details about yourself and rental properties

 Pay registration fee

HMO License (if applicable)

 Check if property qualifies as HMO

 Apply for HMO license if necessary

 Ensure property meets HMO standards and regulations

2. Pre-Rental Preparations

Assess Your Property

 Conduct thorough property inspection

 Address necessary repairs and maintenance

 Check all appliances and systems are functional

Decor and Furnishings

 Ensure all furnishings comply with fire safety regulations

 Create inventory list of all provided items

 Decide on furnishing level (furnished, part-furnished, unfurnished)

Financial Considerations

 Inform mortgage lender of intent to rent property

 Set competitive rent price

 Obtain comprehensive landlord insurance

3. Legal Compliance and Safety Checks

Essential Legal Certificates

 Obtain Energy Performance Certificate (EPC)

 Obtain Gas Safety Certificate

 Obtain Electrical Installation Condition Report

Fire Safety

 Install interconnected smoke alarms

 Install heat alarm in kitchen

 Ensure all fire safety equipment is functional

4. Preparing for Tenants

Listing Your Property

 Take high-quality photographs of the property

 Write detailed property description

 List property on relevant platforms

Tenant Screening

 Conduct right-to-rent checks

 Perform reference checks (employment, previous landlords)

 Verify tenant's creditworthiness

5. Tenancy Agreement and Documentation

Drafting a Tenancy Agreement

 Create clear, legally binding tenancy agreement

 Outline rights and responsibilities of both parties

 Include all relevant terms and conditions

Tenancy Deposit

 Collect deposit (maximum two months' rent)

 Protect deposit in government-approved scheme

 Provide tenant with deposit protection information

Inventory and Condition Report

 Create detailed inventory of property contents

 Document property condition with photographs

 Have tenant sign and agree to inventory and condition report

6. Ongoing Management During the Tenancy

Regular Inspections

 Schedule periodic property inspections

 Document inspection findings

 Address maintenance needs promptly

Maintain Open Communication

 Establish clear communication channels with tenants

 Respond promptly to tenant queries or concerns

 Keep tenants informed about any planned works or changes

Note: This checklist is a comprehensive guide for landlords in Scotland. However, rental laws and regulations
may change. Always consult with legal professionals and stay updated on current Scottish rental laws to
ensure full compliance.


